
t6 BLUES I  SOUL:223

Having failed his audition for the upcoming
sensualround movie'6last Foxtrot In Oldhamtt'
Frank Elson continues with his souljottings.
(Ant it's 'is birthday this week, so tap 'im for a
drink when 'e turns up down your way . . .)

Les Spaine ( left) with George McRae at the RCA TK label
launch party.

am (al though hardly anyone arr ives
t i l l  10.30).  Coach tr ips arr iv ing
before I I pm get in fbr SOpees a
head whi le normal pr ices are 55p
up to 9.30 pm and f,l afterwards.
These orices include a meal. For
both the music and atmosphere
Raquels is highly recomnrended.

Wakefield Unity
all-nighter
YES, I  was there again!  Three
weeks on the trot must mean that I
like it I suppose! Three weeks of
Wakefield on the Friday and
Wigan on the Saturday not only
mean that I'm getting out and
about a bit nrore these davs but
also that come Monday mornings
I'm in what can only be described
as a state ofshock.

The point is that for the first
time in a few years I've been doing
what some of you lot have been
doing every weekend for years -
getting no sleep! Now while I can

stay in bed al l  day Monday to make
up (and I have to do) you lot out
there have schools and work to so
to -  you real ly have nry deepel t
admiration. With a birthday due
between wri t ing th is and i t  being in
pr int  I  don' t  th ink I 'nr  get t ing old
- I  know i t !

Mv third trip in a row to
Wak;tield Unitv coincided with
John Vincentts 

- 
first appearance

and I took the time to ask hinr
about the stor ies of  h is sel l ins his
lecords.  John told me thar hihad
sold off a I'ew oldies. but not with
any. intent ions of  leaving the
bus rness.

He tells nre that he finds no
problem in obtaining new stompers
and as he is hired to play new
discoveries the oldies are surplus to
his needs. With oeoole l ike John
Ginger Taylor an<i Rirss around to
discover these new stompers I  can' t
see the traditional sound dying
away tbr some time yet.

Some ofJohn's current ly popular
sounds include: Derek and Rav.
" lnterplay" (RCA Victor) :  Susan
Farrar, "The Big Hurt" (Philips)l
Soul Philadelphia Orchesfra, "Soul

Raquels,Wakefield
FOR A LONG time I've been
meaning to get over to Wakefield to
check out Raquels' Saturday night
Northern Soul scene. Having at last
manased it. I'm sure that it will not
be suih a long time before I get
over there again.

With Paul Rowan spinning the
sounds for the last 18 months after
takinq ovet from Phil Jay, and a
resul i r  crowd of  Northern Soul
lar is olus the usual  Mecca
amenit ies,  SaturdaY night at
Raouels is well worth a visit'

Althoush it is Mdcca-owned,
Raquels iin't the usual jacket and
tie blace but a more relaxed at-
mosbhere prevai ls -  wi th smarl
casual  weaiand denims accepted. I
have to say that I wish more Places
could join fhe 1970's and accept,
like Manaser Mick Vodden' that
ieans and 

-tee-shirts don't make
yobbos out of the people that wear
tnem,

Jock, Paul Rowan, is a guy being
more and more accepted as a
leadine Northern Soul  iock wi th
every glg that he does. Music policy
fol lows Paul 's personal  leanings
which means New Sounds and
Oldies in roughly the same
proportions. Paul believes,in giving
the paying customers what they
want which is a lesson other nrore
well established jocks could learn.

He's been accused of sitting on
the f'ence whereas I would prefer to
think of him standing astride the
fence picking out the best of  both
the ' ;stomoer" and the "New
York" sounds. He certainly seems
to make the regulars, of which
there are many. happy.

Raquels.  l ike many Meccas,
consists of a couDle of discos, with
Paul in one a'nd another guy
playing commercial  Soul  and
British releases in the other. Again,
this is a good set up as it helPs to
attract more people into Northern
Soul while giving the pop tans
somewhere 

'else 
to go without

sett ins in the way of  Nonhern fans.
"  Thi  regulars turn up from al l
over Yorkshire and the East Coast,
nTany prefering Raquels to other,
more established Saturday night
gigs and I noticed rather a larger
[ioup of older fans than f,as
become usual on the scene these
days.

IfNorthern Soul is to continue a
club like Raquels, mixing old with
new, both in music and in people, is
likelv to do more to help the scene
than other clubs that I can think
about. Although many of its
Datrons travel  to al l -n iehters at ier
haouels thev seem sailsfied with
tnelf own scene.

The list of current popular
sounds at the club helPs to
i l lustrate,  I  th ink,  the indepdndent
quality of the place: Ramsey Irwis,
"Wade In The Water"  (Chess);
Shawn Robinson, "My Dear
Heart" (Minit); Randy Pie, "High-
way Driver" (Polydor); The Neigh-
bours Complaint, "Boogie In The
Schoolyard" ; Norma Jenkins, "Can
You Imagine That" (Desert Moon);
Velvettes, "These Things Will
Keep Me toving You" (Tamla
Motown).

-Besides Raquels on Saturdays,
Paul also does Thursdavs 8.30-2

Citv" (Eoic- l ta l ian'of  French
productiori); Willie Hutch, "tove
i luns Out" (Dunhi l l ) :  The
Pussycats, " l Want Your Love"
(Columbia) -  vocal  to "Rat Race"
no less: The Brons. "Since You're
Gone" (RCA Victor).

Halifax, Tiffs
I 'VE NOT been to Hal i lax Ti t ls ,
Monday night scene tbr a long tinre
although I was quite a regular there
at one time. It is nice to so back to
clubs that I have enjoyed and find
them as popular and as enjoyable
as ever which is how I can describe
Halifax.

Paul Rowan, shares Monday
nights with Graham Slater, which
means that these two have been
tosether at Halifax tbr a hell of a
long t ime. Paul  p lays his usual
r l ix ture al thoush. as Graham is
almost conrplet-ely over to Funky
sounds now. Paul  tends to plav
rather nrore oldies to keep' thL
balance.

ln the nrain,  th is balance is
accepted by the regulars at the club
although Graham pointed out that
his music attracts mainly the ladies
to the dancefloor while Paul's
attracts mainly the fellers. The lack
of antasonism between the
tbllowers 

-of 
differing forms of

music may be explained by the fact
that nren and wonren have other,
more important, reasons for getting
tosetherl

We've had a look at Paul's olav
l ist  in the Raouels feature abov'e s i r
let's take a look now at Graham's
l ist  of  popular Sounds at  Hal i fax:
Dorb Troy, "l'l l Do Anything"
(Cameo Patkway); Edwin Starr,
"My Weakness Is You" (Motown);
Peoplets Choice, "Jan Jam Jam"
{TSOP); Fat Larry's Band, "Centre
City" (WMOT); Bo Kirkland and
Ruth Davies, "You're Gonna Get
Next 'fo Me" (Claridge); Silvetti,
"Spr ing Rain" (Salsoul) .  You can
see that he does play a few oldies as
well !

Elson gems
Fat Larrl's Band, ,,Feel It"
(WMOT): I 've nrent ioned this
album before.  I t  is ,  of  course the
albun fronr which contes "Centre
City"  the extremely popular
Northern single. Popular that is
with the ntodern thinking Northern
fans. I 've had i t  fot  somd t ime now
and the nrore I play it the more I
get into th is excel lent  a lbum and
the more I come to the opinion that
this albunr is dest ined.- fbr  me at
least, to become one of the albunrs
ofthe vear.

Besides the excellent "Centre
City" the title track "Feel It" is a
rcal rocking stomper, much more
in the tradition of the Northern
Stomper. Then there are sweet Soul
t racks and Pure Funk tracks -  a l l
leaturing 1'resh tight ntusical ac-
conlpanlnlent to adventurous
vocals. Those of you who have let
th is albunr s l ip by could do much
worse than check it out. Fat Larry's
Band could yet become one of the
discoveries of the vear.

continuedon page 18



handles the iocking and when he
told me thatlt was-a "posh" place
and I'd have to wear a'tie I rias a
l i t t le alarmed but compl ied.  ( l  was
going to say I acquiesced but I
can' t  spel l  i t . )

When I arrived I was ouite
liankly knocked out. The Three
Horseshoes is owned by a genial
Spaniard, Juan Falero, who has
definite ideas about how people
want his place to be run. The fobd
and service is excellent, in fact they
have recently won a rather nice
award and the best way to describe
the place is that it is dicky-bow
rathef than tie!

The Mississippi Room consists of
a danc+floor surrounded by tables
where you can have anything from
a meal cooked by a Swiss-trained
chef (and I  was-able to order a
vegetarian nreal direct from the
nrenu) to just  dr inks.  Barry 's music
ranged lrom the smoothv sroovv
Groiver Washington and- Georgir
Benson to O'Jays and, later in the
evening, oldies like the Plattets'
"With This Ring" and to see
people who will ever see thirty-tive
again really getting into Grover and
f'riends is a sight for sore eyes!

Mr.  Falero sDent some t ime with
Ue outlining his ideas fbr the night
(Thursday b-y the wav- the rest'of
th6 week is dinner-dance) which is
basically to provide good music and
lbod lbr those people who find
ordinary restaurants too boring
and .discotheques too over-
powenng.

In case you haven't guessed by
now. I loved the placi and wiil
definitely return. It is highiy
recommended but remember that
it is competely different from most
places you will have been to and the
behaviour of the customers bears
this out.

Commodores rule
DID YOU know that the Com-
nrodores admire the Beat les?
Neither did I  unt i l  I  had a chat wi th
William Orange, drummer ex-
traord inaire, and the smallest
member of the group. His height is
relqvant because it is an integral
part of the Commodores as we
know them. The story goes like
tnls:
Afler eight years at a private
Catholic school the l4-year-old
William Oranpe left this sheltered
existence and- went to a public
school .  In his own wprds, " l  jo ined
the outside world and met thuss

Checkin'It 0ut:
continue.d _from page I 6

lloton'n lives,
at the Cavern
TOO LATE tbr the Oldies sectign
but I  want to get th is in th is ish;  so
here we go. Billy Paul, lbtnrerly of
Ashton-under-Lyne Tiffany's and
Wigan Mr.  M's,  has surfaced back
in Ashton at the Cavern, a pub
uhich I  have ment ioned in these
pages beforg. It's only pub hours
but d$,fing those hours Billy is
packing them in to a 99 per cent
Tanrla Motown nisht of oldies.

From The San Remo Strings, to
Edwin Starr and lionr Marvin Gaye
to The Temptations, Wednesday
nisht  rocks to the sounds that
nr iny people leel  had nrore ihan a
little intluence on the birth of the
Northern Soul Scene as we know it
today. I 've been to one ol  h is nights
and was pleased to f ind nrany ol ' the
older crowd of Northern Fans l'rom
the Ashton / Oldham / Man-
chester areas doun there enjoying
the sounds.

The one per cent of Non-Motown
music conres I'rom oldies all of the
sane era of the mid and late sixties
as the Motown records. Definitely a
great night lbr those ol you with
nrenrories or those younger people
who are into oldies and/or Motown
nluslc.

The llississippi:
somethingdifrerent
SOME OF us are gett ing a l i t t le
older (we're none ol 'us gett ing any
younger) and while we still go fbr

. the one music that seems to have
something to offer - that is, Soul
muslc.

There is still the time when we
t'eel like getting dressed up and
sittins down to a well-cooked meal
in rat'her nicer surroundinss than
the average Discotheque. Wlile the
trend nowadays is to inlbrmality a
l i t t le formal evening out -
combined with modeni J azz-funk
still has its appeal.

Well I've fbund just the place
and recent ly spent a very nice
evening at the 'Ihree Horseshoes
Hotel, just outside of Leek, Stall's
on the Buxton road. As I 've
nrentioned before. mv old I'riend
Berry Whlte, from Macclesfield,

and bullies. I was only small and I
wasn't used to it. So I frgured out
the quickest way to make lriends
was through the school band and I
tolneo lt.- "ln the band at first I knew
nothing about drums at all until
one night I saw the band drummer
practising on a full set. It really
turned me on but he refused to
teach me! It seems that he had
taught other guys who had left
school and he wanted me to stay
on."

The teenage Mr. Orange got
round his mother who bought him
a lull set of drums and there they
stayed in a corner for a while. The
reason? "I didn't like the colour of

I  the drums!"
Eventually William started to

play, "l picked it up, began to get
gigs with groups and then won a
scholarship in music studying
percusslon.

"I played gigs at weekends and
olanned to become a studio
i-rrusician because every group I
ever joined broke up. Then along
came the Commodores with a
drumfter who was actually a sax
player who didn't want to play the
drums! I  could play and sing as
well which was really something at
that time and the Commodores
asked me to join them.

"l joined still with the intention
of becoming a session drummer -
I didn't expect it to last! However
there is something about the
Comnrodores, a , sort of family
togetherness and I guess after all
this time I'm staying!"

That "lamily togetherness" is
evident in William Orange. who
was undertaking a national tour of
the country doing interviews and
press. Although a friendly feller, he
seemed rather at a loss exceot when
talking about the group. a6out the
tour.

"Hey I'm really looking forward
to playing again. We haven't
played on stage together in three
months and at the moment we're
all split up doing these interviews.
When we started we were into an
identity thing we wanted to be
known individually like the Beatles
but we've got off that. The world
knows who I am so what? Ilm one
of the Con.rmodores and although
we're all individuals we're the
Conrmodores."

The interview took place a week
before the gig and for that week I
was f i red wi th the enthusiasm
coming fiom William Orange
about the group as a whole. The
show was at the Apollo, Man-
chester. which was a shame ftom
nrv ooint of view as I find it next to
inipbssible to enjoy an act in the
aura of insensitivity that pervades
the place.

It could be that I'm not the only
oerson who act ivelv dis l ikes
ioncerts at the Apollo- as for the
Comnrodores the audience was
about half what it should have
been. People that I have talked to
in Manchester say the same thing.
The general air of disorganisation
and the fact that local gangs are
allowed to virtually run riot around
the theatre puts people offas much
as it d oes me.

I was able to put up with it long
enough to enjoy a couple of

numbers before I was forced to
leave the place. Ii will be a long
time before I return to the Apollol
Manchester to see any act. I ah all
the more disappointed because I
am informed that the Commodores
were fantastic and I must say that
what I did see (or could see is a
better way of putting it) was very
toqetner.

I iust hope that the eroup didn't
realise thai much of t-he audience
could not enjoy the show because of
the actions of a minoritv.

Bits and pieces
Sandra Goodllng informs me that
Grimbsy has its scene on Mondays
and Fridays at the Social and
Refbrm Club. Times are 7.30-11
pm, admission only l0pees and the
booze is cheap. Music is mainly
oldies from John Bradshaw and
Gary Hudson. . . not yet on release
is a single due on Salsoul by Eddle
Holman entitled "This Could Be A
Night To Remember" . .  .  I  don' t
often stick my neck out on Nor-
thern sounds but I am in complete
agreement with Richard Searllng
that this could be one of the biggest
records ever on the Northern Scene
. . . a modern recording with a
stomping beat it is my tip for the
top of the. Northern ratings and
commercial charts together

Who is known as "Tapper" from
the,way he dances? . . . your secret
is safe with me Mr. Evison sir . . .
Rather nice motor car, a Lincoln
Premier, featured in "Custom Car"
magazine and belonging to Micky
Illka, the guy in charge of booking
all those luwerly Soul acts at the
California Dunstable . . . I might
write nice things about the place
for a ride in his car . . .

I hear that the Heighwayman out
in deepest, Wales has closed dow.n
Soul-wise. . . Ieaves a gap in Wales
. . . anything else happening there?

Next All-dayer at Chester-Le-
Street's Sombrero is on April 23rd
.. . those so far have goie down
well I understand . . . times are 12-
12 jocks include Soul Sam, Dave
Evison, Bill Swift, Alex Lowes, Paul
Mooney and John Fitt. May be a
Contempo promotion there as well.
Bill Swift tells me that he and Alex
do a Northern Night at the
Sombreroon Fr idays, T pm-l1 pm,
admission 30p mixing the new
releases and oldies and feature the
same sort of music at Nevilie's
Cross WMC on Tuesdays. 7.30 pm-
10.30 pm. admission 25p.

Julies, up the road in Newcastle
is still goin! down well with its own
brand of out-of-sight Jazz-Funk
with Tony Clarke and Bill doing it.

Mike Rolo at Wigan recently.. . .
just return-ed from Jersey and soon
off to Denmark - he plays Nor-
thern Soul  in the strangest
places.. . !  Is Rlchard Sear l ing
the star of the Wigan Casino 500=a-
side football team or is it iust a
nasty rumour? Talking of ruhours
I'd like to deny the rumours about
Bob Killbourn's disgusting per-
sonal habits. but thev're all true so
I can't!

Apologies to any clubs / people /
hermaphrodites / ardvaatks, etc.,
etc., that I've missed out this ish.
I've run out ofspace.
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