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Central, Leeds
WFIEN. afiet thc first trventy
minutcs. there $'ere fifi,v people in
the Central Leecls, tbr the tirst
ruieht of the Funki / Nerv l'ork
Disco Scene u'e began to tb ink that
mal;be it *cruld be ir success . . . as
the evelr ing wore on and the place
becatre packed out, . incks Ian
lFrank) Dexhursl  and Paul
Schofield lost a lot of srveat (as s'e
ail did) and founrt t very hard to
xipc great l . r ig snr i les of f  their ' l i rces.

I t  ver l  rnuch looks I ike Fr i t la l ,
n ights at  the (entr l l  hare an' i red
or 'cor l l t r  back'  i f '  vou Ienrerrrbcr
hr i l  they used to he --  wi th the
except iolt tha I t hc music has
changc<l slightlr F'ol thtise ol ttiu
as corrtused as I arr-r altet that last
sentence. read on.. .

'fhe Centrai u ts once uDon a
t in le a reguler Fr iday 

-night

Northcrn Soul  Scene. l t  besan to
die ot l ,  Frank uenl  ro the-states
end rhe Central closed down. lan
cerne l rack f ronr Ametica fu i l  of ' the
Ne t '  Yi l lk  Disco rnu r ic (and
droppinq the nar i rc Frarrk as wel l )
gtyl rr -j,rb as Di';c.i Proril{)1;(rns t\ith
Decca and sett lc( l  down to rrorkine
lor;r  l iv ine.

Paul  Schoi-rc ld in the nreant inre
a qrcat f i iend o1' lan's.  u.as doing a
highlv s i rccessful  couir lc of  n ight:s ar
Pr imo's in keds. playing Funk
and Nerv York Disco until he lcli
lq.hercunon the ciub was sold!) .

'The twc of thcnr got roHclher
afr.:r u qhile. went to l-he t'u'nei of
ihe Ccnt la l ,  Len Caur ' ,  rnd
sr iqgcstcd stal l ing up agarrr  but
plal ing thc new stu{ ' [  instcrd.  l .en,
2i i  vcars the t rwnel  of  thc Celr t ra l
erd l  r lual i f ied dancing inslructul
and (J l tan pla.rer,  readi ly agrced as
he told me, "as a musician and
dartcing instructor I enjov this new
nrusic thel ' re plal ing ver l  much".
He also to ld nre.  by the way, that  i11
ltis trttohs he's tixrnd the earliest
nicnl i ( ) r ' l  of  rnusic as "Ftrnky" as
ear ly as l9 l  2 l

' fhe 
th ing was planned out

prope'  l r .  Exr la special  d isco
equipment was drafted in to do tull
iust ict '  1o the nrusic arrd i t  was
i i - ingers crossed'  t imc. Both lan and
Paul were ver! nervous early on (l
arr ived before the c lub oocned
irr tending t0 g()  o l l  c lse* 'herc -  I
coulc ln ' t  leave in the end!)  but  u i th
rlie follou-ing they both have. plus
the closure of the Mecca recenll.y,
the1" rreedn' t  have borhered.

Succcss isn' t  leal ly the r ight
word. T'errific, fantastic and great
conre close. 'l 'he local Yorkshire
mob were there in fbrce but oeoore
frorn as lar  away as Preston iurr ied
up --  and al l  wi thoui  advert is ing!
Everyone i spoke to had a grcat
t inre.  the music was just  l ight  and
there's something about Nonhern
Sc'ul t-ans turned Funky dancers
that really seems to come together
on {he dance tloor.

The club's open fronr 9pm-2am
and lrorn about lOpm onwards the
floor was full as can be. At least a
dozen people rvho said that the club
could well beconre the successor to
Biackpool Mecca in the n*ew York

B&$ Glubs & Ilisco Beport

?eIin',9t

I ) isco scene. ' l  l r is  I  r lor ,ht  t rccause i t
iust  isn ' t  b iq enough and thr.
scaside res()r  t  " t l igs" enabled
peop)c to l rarel  lbr  tht  Mecca
Houever.  r r rusical l ;  the Cenrral  has
fillcr! ihe gap rhat appeareil when
t l rc Mecca closed down.

With Ncu l tc lcases, l ry rhcir  velv
l r i ln lc.  f i1r  ing such a qui . 'k
turnovcr,  the rnusic pla_yed that
niel : t  u l l l  probatr lv alrcai l r  i re olc i
h l r t  lor  sonic of  vorr  Bclr i  u i t i t  mc
th()uuh as thr i ; :  r re l . ' r  - .  of  pec'plc
i i l i t r r i l { l  t } r ( -  \oUir t r \ '  . r i r , ise Orr i l
grr ic lc to the top c i isccr sounds is th is
colunr n.  1- ips are s i i ly .  in th is
situation of coursc so iust a f'erv of
rhc records plaved anil enjoved
dtr l ing the uiglr t :
lan Dewhunl:  BennS Golson, "Thc'
Ncu Ki l ler  Joc Rap" (Colunrbia
l l t rum t t  ack):  Ashford and
Sirnpson, "  l l ,  ' t i  rEie Bou rgie"
iwtJ I -P).  Bi l l  Cosbi .  '  I  t r ; r r 's  I I , r r
I  Mer Your I r . {other"  (Caprtol  - -
LI ' ) :  Lonrr ie Smith.  "  F-u nk
Ilcaction" (t-tic -. LP): Ilamsev
I.ewis,  "Skippin" '  (Colunrbiai :
Pln.rcrc Association. lVfinlg 6f 11.
"  Borrr  To Dancc" i r lbunl
(Vanguard);  War,  "Galaxl ' "
(MCA).
Paul: Brass Consfruction,
"Cclrbrate" (UA --  t -P):  Bar-kays,
"Sonre Like Fun" (Mercur i  -  LP):
Quinc_r Joncs, "Origini t l  Ki l ler  Joc' '
(A&M -LP)l  Ro:"  Ayers,
Running Away" (Polydor); Inslde
Connect ion,  ") 'ou're So Right For
Me" (Rarnpart); Patti Labeile, "Joy
To Have Youl  Lovc" (Coluntbia --
LP).

A night I ' l l  remernber for  a long
t inre and one r  h ich I  have no doubt
ui l l  be repeated nian-v t inrcs in the
I 'uture.  I  th ink th is t ime the Central
s i l l  keep going lb l  a lorrg.  Iong
t inre.  Highl l  rcconrmendcd night.

Norfolk Arms,
Glossop
FROM the nes'est ot' new releases
to the oldest nf oldies. The Norfolk
Arms at Glossop, menlioned many
t inres befbre rn th is colunrn.  is  st i l l
doing it ererl Wednesdal' sith the
"Ganc Of Fi le"  runnine i t  as ever.
ThosJ of  you who rer i icmbcr n,u
last  ur i te up on this sct :ue q ' i l l  bt
interesied to know that le l l  over
f160 was raiset l  b l  their  suonsored
dance with onlv a handful  i l .opptrrg
out wi thout doing the tul l  e ight
hours.  (Pip was one who dropped

out,  so thele goes his yrr ivate s idc
trct ! )

TIre lor  t ' ly  Chr ist int  is  nou
olganis ing a hol idav i t r  Spain lbr
C\ct \ ' ( \ t le : rnd l t r . t t l r  ; r rc guing str
Iook out Soain next vear !  The mind
troggles t l i inking about the act ion
u,hi :n that  lot  get  over thet 'e!

The terr  current f 'avour i tes f ronr
the Ncr lb lk r \ r r t rs.  choscn this t inre
bv lan ancl  l )are.  arc:  Hesi tat ions,
" l 'm Noi $uih 1 'hat  Wny" (Kapp) l
\Y;ndet I.,. Ijrogg, 'Green l)oor"'
( ls lard);  Jul ian Cove-r ,  "L i t t le Bi t
Hurt" (lsland)t Velvet Sadns'
"Nothi i rg Can Cunrpare - fo Yorr"
(Cienetal Anrericitn); Diana Ross &
Thc Supremes, "Shake Me Wake
Mc'-  ( , \ lotos n);  Johnny Wyatt ,
"- fh is ' l -h ing Cal lcd Love"
(Plesi t lcrr t ) :  R. Dcan Ta-r lor ,  " [ .et 's
Llo Sorneuhet e" (Motown):
Spel lb inders,  "Help Me"
(Direct ion):  J immy Cl i f f ,
"Warerfal l  '  (A&M): Inez And
Charlie Foxx, "1 ightrope" (Pye
lnt . ) .

St i l l  a derr tn 'gorf i  n ight  fbr
oidies at  th. '  Nol fo lk Arnrs -  st i l l
lecorrr nrcr rd ed I

l t r .  r \vvgan Lasno:
going strong
I  WAS having sr.rch a good t ime at
rhe Cirs ino the last  t i rne I  was there
rhar I  just  p la in lbrgoi  ro ta lk to al l
the jocks.  Despi te uhat people nray
say. thc Casino is st i l l  going st long
on ordinarv Saturdal  n ights wi th
up to l .0t)0 pcople st i l l  turning up
arrc i  l rzn ing a good t i r r re.

Al though evervonc l rut  Richard
Scar l ing wi l l  den.v i t  rhe nrusic is
gett ing Funkier al l  thc t inre,  which
is as i t  should bc of  course rro
great change just  a s lou gradual
progression *hich is what the
Northern Scene has alwavs been
abc,ut .  People tho ta lk '  about
" t radi t i r rnal"  Northeln Soul  or
"stonrpers" have obviously '  been
around fbr so short  a t inrc that  thcv
tJ l l l ) r1t  fCl l lcnrbet.  l rs nranr Of U.S
can. u 'hcn not onl i '  r r i is  a great deal
of  the nrrrs ic plaved on the
Nolthet 'n Scene t luclr  s lou'er than
the ru is-  nanrecl  "  t radi t ional
stonr l rer"  but  much o{ i t  was brand
ne's i 'onr the States.

Whi le I  accept the tact  that
harping bar,-k to long ago nreans
vcr '1 l i t t lc  to nranv current Northeln
Soul l i r r ts i t  is  t rue that onl-v those
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peoplc who renrenrber bhck belbre
the days of  the Torch Al l -Niehters
can sec the current change in -music

in its proper perspectivel Northern
Soul has always gone through a
process of-change. even befor6 the
nante was applied and the move to
Neu'York Disco and New Releases
just carries the "Tradition" on.

I  d id get a l is t  of  some new
sounds being played by Richard
Searling before I started to enjoy
nr-v-'sell too nruch and they are: 7
Dwarfs, "Stop Girl" 

- (Ideal);
Bonnie Mi l ler ,  "What Are You
Trving To Do To Me" (Astro);
BenZine, "Vi l laee Of Tears"
(Parku ay); Richar-d Popcorn Wylie,
- 'Hankv Panky" (Karen);  Betty
Boo, "Say l t  Isn ' t  So" (Kind);
Ringleaders,  "Baby What Has
Happcned To Oul Love" (M-Pac).

Wigan Casino is st i l l  h ighly
reconrnrended !

Gary's greats
I WANDERED into Gary Laine's
Spr in I  nrr .  in Cross Street,
ivtr r )c l lcster.  to f ind Gary raving
over a handlul  of  sounds that he
insists I  te l l  the rvor ld about.  Beine
a laz.v type of leller at the best oT
tinres. I sirnply wrote down his own
conrnrents on the lbllowins:
Lonnie Smlth,  "Funk React ion"
(LRC): There seems to be some
confusion as to if this is my Lonnie
Liston Snrith hero or not -
however Gary says it's, "the best
Jazz Funk albunr in a long whi le".
Bob James, "Heads" (Colunbia):
"Very smooth Jazz Funk on a Dar
with B. Jarnes . l  and much beirer
than thc '  t l  isappoint ins 4".
Barkals, "Fiying Hi-gtr On Your
Love" (Mercury):  "This is disco
Funk perf'ection and should be
released oler here unlike the last
onc wh.ich sold equally well on
lmDon
Bj i f  Wi l l iams, "Menagerie"
(Columbia): "This is smootli disco
music that  is ideal  home as wel l  as
club l is tenine".

Talkat ive I 'e l ler .  Laine. isn ' t  he?
I l 's  n ice to l ind a guy working
sel l ing rccords f i r r  a l iv : ing who st i i l
loves records enough to remark on
extra special ones. The thing is still
lhe sxnre though Gary reports that
thcsc albunls and others of  the i lk
(E.W.F..  War,  Temptat ions etc.)
are st i l l  sel l ing wel l  to the punters
whi le only one jock in town is
actual ly braying them to play.
Manchcster isn ' t  doing too wel l  on
the club fiont.

fhat thing wirh Richard Searling
and John Grant appears to be off,
although moves are afoot for the
ne\r 'year -  so keep watching this
space I

Sale Mecca
ANOI'HER one of  those clubs that
carr ics on .  going along_ with the
regur i i rs.  tneyve receni ly started

Cuttittucd on page 38
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Continued.lrom page 36 Burnley
Lancastrian
Suite
All-Dayer
I'D NOT yet been to one of the
Iatest crop of AII Dayers at Burnley
and it is well enough known that
All-Dayers are not my particular
bag. However, I thought it was
about time I clocked at least one,
having enjoyed myself at the usual
Sunday night thing many times. As
it was I arrived late enough for the
usual Sunday night session, so I
needn't have bothered I suppose!

Iocks I missed were Rlchard
Searling, Soul Sam and guest Brian
Rae. The aforementioned two,
together v'i'ith Ginger Taylor and
Andy Ryding, are the regular
All-Dayer jocks supplemented by
one guest. Ginger and Andy were
the two remaining when I arrived
and as they are the two that do it on
Sunday nights anyway like I said
earlier just like a normal
Sunday night.

The exception to this was the
crowd which was considerably
larger than the usual Sunday, and
that's a night for crowding them in.
I was absolutely amazed to meet
Alex Lowes all the way from
Newcastle with a bus load of mates,
and more surorised to learn that
they are regulir travellers down to
the All-Dayers. That's a hell of a
long way to go just for an

something new with Dave Evison
and Richird Searling splitting up
so that only one of them is on each
week with guests. Brian Rae has
been on with Richard but the week
that I popped over Dave Evison had
Soul Sam as his guest.

I think perhaps Dave rather
wishes it had not beerr his week as
an incident in the car park with a
stolen car being chaied by the
police led to considerable damage
being caused to Dave's car by the
stolen car. I wasn't too pleased
either as my car was damaged as
well although luckily not too badly.
(The two guys in the stolen car were
the least pleased of anyone - they
were caught!)

To be honest, the Blue Rooms
didn't seem much different from
their usual style over the last year of
so. Apart from the change to
Wednesday night the night remains
one of regulars gathering for a
drink and a bit of a twirl to some
good sounds. Not packed out but
not empty either. Sam brought a
car load of our Welsh friends over
from the Wrexham area but apart
from that it was just the usual good
time.

Musically, the week of my visit
was all stompers of course. Dave on
the oldies and Sam on the
"discoveries" - all of which were
covered uD as usual. Still well worth
a visit is Sale Mecca, so long as you
park your car where budding Jackie
Stewarts can't get near it!

, BgS PLAYTISTS

Some of the sounds that the dudes at B&S have tuning their ears in to of
Iate:
JOHNNY ABREY: single - Grace Jones "LaYie En Rose"; album 

-Earth,  Wind & Fire "Al l 'n 'Al l " .
DAVE HENDLEY: single - Augustus Pablo "Zion High"; album - Sly
& the Revolutionaries "Go Deh Wid Riddim".
DAVE TOWRY-COKER: single 

- 
Lou Rawls "Lady Love"; album -

Ramsev Lewis "Tequila Mockinebird".
GOF ABBEY: single - Donna Summer "Love's Unkind"; album - The
Trammps "Trammps I I I " .
JOHN HASSINGER: single - Montreal Sound "Music"; album -
Earth,  Wind & Fire "Al l  i r 'Al l " .
JEFF TARRY: single - The Floaters "You Don't Have To Say You Love
Me"; album - Shirley Caesar "First Lady".
DAVID NATHAN: single -The Pockets "Come Go With Me"; album -
Earth,  Wind & Fire "Al l 'n 'Al l " .
BOB KILLBOURN: single - Kenny Williams "You're Fabulous Babe";
album - The Four Tops "The Show Must Go On".

Blues & Soul:
way out in front for club

and disco reports ....

All-Dayei.
Ginser's another with a smashed

up car:and, wi th an Al l -Nighter the
night before at Peterborough then
straight to the All-Dayer, he was
about out on his feet. He's another
jock who doesn' t  seem to
experience any difficulty in getting
hold of-"new" stomper type records
(although they're getting funkier)
for those people who want them
although I'rn pleased to see that
he's playing more and more New
Releases in amongst the usual
stompers.

Like Sam, Ginger also feels the
need to cover up most of his new
recordS but he usually manages td
toss a.few crumbs my way. Three
that he would allow me to write
down (grovel, grovel) were: June
Jackson, "It's What Underneath
That Counts" (Imperial); Jimmy
Burns, "I Really Love You"
(Erica): Eddie Foster, "Indeed I
Do" (label not supplied).

Andy Ryding surprised me with
his selection ofrecords as while I've
always thought of him as an oldies
jock his first five records of one spot
were a mixture of either pure
bravery or stupidity: Gwen Owens,
"You Better Watch Out"
(Casablanca); Chic, "Dance, Dance
Dance" (At lant ic) :  Pocketr '
"Come Go With Me" (CBS)i
Anthony White, "Can't Turn You
Ioose" (Salsoul)) Major Lance,
"Investigate" (Columbia).

Itr the event I think it was
bravery and perhaps a little more
good sense than some people might
qive the lad credit for. He held a
iiance floor for all those records
which surely is what counts. As I've
written before, and in this column
elsewhere - and will continue to
write until a few other people take
notice, a clever mixture is the way
to do it. Moderation rules. O.K.l

Wigan on the
telly
BY THE time this gets into print
you lot will all have seen the Wigan
Casino television programrRe on
the box in your own homes. That's
ifyou wanted to watch it, of course.

I was fortunate enough to have a
preview of the programme at the
Granada studios so that's how I'm
able tb write this even though it
hasn't been on at the time of my
writing.

What I would like to do is to
express my sincerest thanks to Alan
Wrigbt who researched and wrgte
the script for getting it right. I
know that the filming was superb,
the editing marvellous, the actual
construction of the programme
perfect but as I explained to Alan
ifter the preview tfiat is all by the
wav - and I'm pleased to sav that
he got to know the Northern iScene
well enough while working on the
Drosramme to know what I meant.
' I'rm not a champion of the
Northern Soul cause;. I'm ,not
intellectuallv interested in the
social@ical- significance of why

people travel hundreds of m'iles lbr
an eight-hour dancing session and
then travel home again. I'm a
Northern Soul fan whose one and
only interest in the media beyond
personal  entertainment .when
they're dealing with one of my
hobbies is that they get it,right.
Granada Television did and for
that I thank them.

Bits and pieces
COMING SOON: reports on the
Angel,  Burnley where every
Wednesday is Funk and New York
Disco night and the manager Paul
Simon is a very together guy . . .
spent a long time talking to him
one afternoon recently and I'm
teally looking forward to visiting
his c lub.

Also featuring Funk is the Lode
Star, Ribchestef, with Andy Kay
jocking on Sunday nights that gets
between 700 and 800 people in each
week from reports I've had - so
Iook out for both of these in the
next ish. . . .

Pete Ashton will never forgive me
. . . first of all I put his name down
with his oldies chart as Ashford
(Ashton from Ashton is correct) . . .
then I turn up at Hilton Park
motorway services one hour and l0
minutes late when we'd arranged a
meet Pete does the Railway
Hotel, Mumps, Oldham on Sunday
nights spinning oldies with Dave
Parke; and I've not dared to go
along yet!

Yet another report coming up,
probably in the next ish will be
Valentino's in Southport
Monday nights with Dave TYheeler
. . . at the time of writing they've
only been open for two weeks and
attendances have gone up so far, . .

By the time this lot gets into
print, the Central Soul Club up in
Scotland will have held their first
ever All-Nighter in Aberdeen. Sorry
I couldn't get a mention in earlier
fellers, and sorry I couldn't get up
to it but I hope it went off O.K: . . .

Brian Rae murmured something
about a possibility of himself anii
Colin Curtis doing the Penny Lane
Club, Leigh, on Ttrursday nights . .
. look out fot that one . . .

Here we go with Christmas
screwing a nice orderly life up
again. .*. for travellers td the Ovdl
Ball in York. normally a fortnightly
event. After the lSth December
evening the next one will be l2th
January and every for tn ight
thereafter. Every year we have this,
nearly a whole week of speiial
events and messing about with
vis i t ing relat ives and giv ing
presents and not being able to get
on with me job properly which is
what I want to do.

Don't forget you lot, check in
advance as to whether your local
club is having its regular Soul disco
or some other insufferable
substitute in the name of love vour
fellow man (for on New Year's-Eve
you can get Mozart and smash his
skull in). l


